
Le commerce des animaux 
exotiques de compagnie

LɅexemple du Japon et des cafés à 
animaux exotiques

Marie Sigaud
Colloque « Trafic des espèces sauvages »

UICN Comité français
28-03-2023



Animaux exotiques de compagnie

ÅUn commerce en pleine expansion



Animaux exotiques de compagnie

ÅPays occidentaux, grands consommateurs

Sigaud, 2020 The Conversation



Animaux exotiques de compagnie

ÅUn commerce en pleine expansion
800 000 foyers possèdent au moins un serpent (USA)

Réglementation très variable en fonction des pays



Animaux exotiques de compagnie

ÅUn commerce en pleine expansion
>800 000 animaux vivants (mammifères, oiseaux, reptiles et amphibiens) 
importés entre 2010-2019 (Japon)

Réglementation très variable en fonction des pays



Café à animaux exotiques
Comment est -ce que ça a commencé ?
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Café à animaux exotiques
Comment est -ce que ça a commencé ?

ÅPremier «pet café» ouvre 
en 1998 à Taiwan

ÅPremier «pet café» ouvre 
en en 2004 à Osaka, Japon

ÅEn 2016 >430 «pet cafés» 
au Japon 
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Café à animaux exotiques
Comment est -ce que ça a commencé ?

ÅPremier « pet café » ouvre 
en 1998 à Taiwan

ÅPremier « pet café » ouvre 
en en 2004 à Osaka, Japon

ÅEn 2016 >430 « pet cafés » 
au Japon

Des « pets cafés » présentant des animaux exotiques



Café à animaux exotiques
LɅoffre sɅest diversifiée







Café à animaux exotiques
Objectifs

Tomomi Kitade Cécile Sarabian

ÅϥnvestiguerlɅampleurdu phénomène

ÅQuantifier la diversitédes espècesconcernées

ÅExplorer les originesdes espècesprésentées

ÅDiscuterles implications dɅun telphénomène



Café à animaux exotiques
Methods

ÅOnline surveys : 136 websites and 301 
social media accounts

ÅKey words : άŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎŀŦŞέ ό◌ⱨ▼ύ άǇŜǘ ŎŀŦŞέ 
(Ɑ♇♩◌ⱨ▼ύΤ άǇŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȊƻƻέΤ άƻǿƭ ŎŀŦŞέ όⱨ◒꜡►
◌ⱨ▼ύΤ άƘŜŘƎŜƘƻƎ ŎŀŦŞέ όⱢꜞⱠ☼Ⱶ◌ⱨ▼ύΤ άōƛǊŘ 
ŎŀŦŞέ ό◌ⱨ▼ύΤ άƻǘǘŜǊ ŎŀŦŞέ ό◌꞉►♁◌ⱨ▼); and 
άǊŜǇǘƛƭŜ ŎŀŦŞέ ό◌ⱨ▼)

ÅSpecies identification

ÅCITES database, IUCN status, japanese
status



Répartition

142 EACs (2010 ɀ2019)

Proches des grandes villes

Tokyo (n=44)

Osaka (n=24)

Nagoya (n=8)

Kyoto (n=5)

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Patrons temporels dɅouverture
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Importance des thèmes

17 Bird cafés64 Owl cafés

12 reptile cafés

7 Otter cafés

11 Hedgehogcafés

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Diversité importante dɅespèces

Å 419 espèces

Å 3793 individus



Grand -duc indien
(Bubo bengalensis)

Petit duc à face 
blanche
(Ptilopsis leucotis)

Les plus communs

62% dõoiseaux (40 % hiboux et chouettes )

21% de reptiles

15% de mammifères

2% dõamphibiens

Å 419 espèces

Å 3793 individus

Chouette effraie
(Tytoalba)

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice

Diversité importante dɅespèces



Liste rouge UICN

Elongated tortoise
(Indotestudo elongata) Sun parakeet

(Aratinga solstitialis)

Snowy owl
(Bubo scandiacus)

Å Threatened species : 52 species (403 individuals )

Ukicwf."Mkvcfgcpf"Uctcdkcp."4245"Eqpugtxcvkqp"Uekgpeg"cpf"Rtcevkeg



Liste rouge UICN

Å Threatened species : 52 species (403 individuals )

Å Near threatened : 23 species (123 individuals )

Sahara mastigure
(Uromastyx geyri)

Hermann's tortoise
(Testudo hermanni )Chaco owl

(Strix chacoensis) 

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Å>60% of species listed under
Appendix II and III

Å9 species listed under
Appendix I ( banned from the 
international trade ) 

Grey parrot(Psittacuserithacus)

Commerce international

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Origin of species : in EACs

30 species mainly imported as Ʉwild-caughtɅ, ɄranchedɅ or ɄfarmedɅ

Asian water monitor (Varanus salvator) 

Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus)

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Origin of species: ?

ÅCITES-listed species with no record of 
importation

Coming from 

Local breeding facilities ?

Exchange with zoos ?

Illegal trade ?

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Origin of species : ?

ÅCITES-listed species with no record of 
importation

Coming from 

Local breeding facilities ?

Exchange with zoos ?

Illegal trade ?

red -collared lorikeet
(Trichoglossusrubritorquis )

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Origin of species : ?

ÅCϥTES-listed species with no record of 
importation

Coming from 

Local breeding facilities ?

Exchange with zoos ?

ϥllegal trade ?

red -collared lorikeet
(Trichoglossusrubritorquis )

Asian small -clawed otter
(Aonyxcinereus)

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Origin of species : ?

ÅCITES-listed species with no record of 
importation

Coming from 

Local breeding facilities ?

Exchange with zoos ?

Illegal trade ?

red -collared lorikeet
(Trichoglossusrubritorquis )

Asian small -clawed otter
(Aonyxcinereus)

Sundaslow loris
(Nycticebuscoucang)

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Not regulated by the CITES

Å169 species not CITES-listed

Majority of reptiles species (90 species)

Crested gecko 
(Correlophus ciliates)

Ocellated skink
(Chalcidesocellatus)

Sigaud, Kitadeand Sarabian, 2023 Conservation Science and Practice



Species with lack of evaluation

Sudanplatedlizard
(Broadleysaurusmajor)

Kuhl's flying gecko (Ptychozoon kuhli)

red -billed hornbill (Tockusrufirostris )

Ånot CITES-listed and no IUCN evaluation

30 species



Invasive species
Å12 species listed as invasive or potentially invasive in 

Japan

White -rumped munia
(Lonchura striata )

Siberian chipmunk (Tamias sibiricus ) Chinesebox turtle
(Cuoraflavomarginata)

Green iguana
(Iguana iguana)

Masked palm civet 
(Paguma larvata )

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuora_flavomarginata


Implications

ÅFueling the pet trade

Encourage owning exotic pets

Buying options 

>25 % of EACs

Illegal trade ?



Implications

ÅImpacts on Biodiversity  

Contribution to over -exploitation

Presence of invasive species

radiated tortoise (Astrochelys radiata )

Green iguana(ϥguanaiguana)



Implications

ÅRisks for public health
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Implications

ÅRisks for public health

Infectious Disease Control Law bans importation of 
primates and bats species

9 species of primates

2 Egyptian rousettes



Implications

ÅAnimal welfare

Reticulated python (Malayopython
reticulatus)

Yellow anaconda (Eunectes notaeus)



Animal Welfare
meerkat (Suricata suricatta )

tawny owl (Strix aluco)

sugar gliders (Petaurus breviceps)

Sundaslow loris 
(Nycticebuscoucang)

Chacoan mara (Dolichotis salinicola)



What can be done ?

ÅImprove regulations of the domestic trade

ÅNo requirement to establish legality of traceability 

of most exotic species in Japan (except for Cites 

Appendix I species)

ÅWeak enforcement : low rate of detection and weak 

sentencing

ÅLack of legal framework to define and regulate zoo -

like facilities

Kitade and Naruse 2018, 2020 



What can be done ?

ÅBetter understand the 
motivation of 
customers

ÅTrigger behavioural
changes



Campagne de sensibilisation



Campagne de sensibilisation


